Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. I will warn you, that I do not use short sentences. I will endeavor to work on this over time, but I don’t naturally write that way. However, you can easily break most of my longer sentences into 2 or 3 smaller ones where I have “…” or “–“ or commas. If you do the work on making it into smaller sentences – feel free to email it to me, and I am happy to share your work with others. I do have some of these available which people have sent me. I will eventually make them available as part of the normal manuscripts.

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. SERIOUSLY, READ IT OUTLOUD. You will also see that I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible to help you keep your place. However, you will probably want to increase the spacing between lines. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

Song before the Service: 279

Call to Worship: ?

Brothers and Sisters: Our help is in the name of the Lord … Doesn’t forsake wks of His hands
  





Grace, Mercy, Peace and Love be yours in abundance, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
Let us respond to God’s call to worship Him #95B
“Sing to the Lord the rock of our salvation” 




Please be seated 
We will profess our faith using ATHANASIAN CREED –  Don’t say together, but READER reads it out for congregation. 
Heidelberg Catechism LD 20

Song of continued worship and Praise #56   “God be Merciful to me” 
We come now to our time of Congregational Prayer.

Let’s now cont. To worship as we bring to the Lord His Tithes and our Freewill offerings: As the Deacons come ...
Let’s cont. to worship as we sing Our Song of Prep:   Psalm #343
“Creator Spirit by whose Aid, earth was made” 
Sermon Text:
John 14:15-27 + 16:7-15
 
Sermon Title: 
“Holy Spirit FACTS/Details”
Let us now sing a song of Response – Psalm #349
“Breathe on me Breath of God” 




 May God the Father bless you & keep you, May God the Son turn His face toward you & be gracious to you,
May the Holy Spirit lift up his countenance upon you & give you peace! Amen

Doxology: #117

Evening Sermon: “LD20: God the Holy Spirit”
Readings: John 14:15-27 + 16:7-15 , Galatians 5:13-27
Introduction: Have you ever used any of the following questions: What is not going on? What are we not going to eat for dinner? What are you not doing? Those questions aren’t very helpful are they? For with each one the answer is difficult to give completely – If you were to ask me what I was not doing, well – I could go on for hours and hours and you still might not have learned anything about what I AM doing… This type of question is practically useless – which is why we normally don’t use them.   Yet when we come to the doctrine of the Holy Spirit we often ask that type of question…

As one pastor said, most Reformed people know more about what the Holy Spirit is NOT doing, than they know about what the Holy Spirit IS doing… Isn’t that true? We know that He isn’t a part of these blasphemous charlatans and thieves on the religious television channel. We know that the people jabbering incoherently and shaking violently on the floor looking like they are having a seizure are NOT being moved by the Holy Spirit… but: What can you positively say about the Holy Spirit? WHAT IS He doing?!
Our Catechism gives us a very useful summary, in question #53: What do you believe concerning “The Holy Spirit”? First, He as well as the Father and the Son, is eternal God. Second, He has been given to me personally, so that by true faith, He makes me share in Christ and all His blessings, comforts me, and remains with me forever.
This eveningHo, we will be searching the scriptures to prove and explain that under 2 positive headings:

I.
The Holy Spirit is God

II.
The Holy Spirit is Active
Our focus will be primarily doctrinal – laying the foundation from Scripture on the Divinity and personality of the Holy Spirit – in later sermons I will spend more time on application flowing from the New Covenant work of the Spirit.


 Tonight’s goal is for you to walk away knowing more of the Biblical defense/doctrine of the 3rd person of the Trinity. To assist us in that goal, you should have received a handout with scripture references across the top.
We begin with the most basic foundation regarding the Holy Spirit:
I. The Holy Spirit is God: the 3rd person of the Trinity
A. Proven From Creation: The Divinity of the Holy Spirit is evident from Genesis 1:1-2.  
There we read: In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. There we see God the Father (described simply as God) as well as the Holy Spirit. That in and of itself is important, but in Psalm 104:30, the Psalmist explains the Spirit’s role, speaking of God the Father, he says: “When you send your Spirit, they (animals or life) are created and you renew the face of the earth.” That is what the Spirit was doing hovering over the waters – playing His role in creation – which Makes God the Spirit equal with God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ to whom creation is normally attributed.
Therefore, the Holy Spirit is proven to be God by creation, but that is also:
B. Proven From His Attributes:
 The Holy Spirit is recognized as having divine personal attributes…
1. Intelligence is attributed to Him: I Corinthians 2:10-11 “For the Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. … ” The Holy Spirit is here described as an intelligent person with the ability to search out and examine things.
2. The Holy Spirit has a distinct will: in I Corinthians 12:11 we learn: “All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and He gives them (spiritual gifts) to each one just as He determines.” This is an important verse because the Holy Spirit is distinguished as separate from the gifts He brings, AND He is credited with the will/determination of which person receives which gift(s)! Even though the Spirit is elsewhere described as being given as a gift Himself (see Acts 2:38).This verse shows that He is an active person of the Trinity. 
3. Throughout Scripture various works/actions are attributed to the Spirit; this also proves that He is a distinct person of the Trinity. We already mentioned creation, but we will see more, in a few minutes.  
4. The Holy Spirit has distinguished Himself as separate from both God the Father & God the Son. At Jesus’ Baptism, 
the Holy Spirit descended in the form of a dove or flitting/flying like a dove, either way, He was physically, literally present & separate from both God the Father & God the Son! At Pentecost, the Spirit demonstrated His power distinct from both God /Father & God /Son – having been sent by them both. HE is a distinct person of the Trinity.
C. Proven From the Trinitarian Formula:  
Finally, and most powerfully – the Personhood and Divinity of the Holy Spirit is proven by the many repetitions and emphases placed on the number 3 in relation to God as well as the explicit Trinitarian formulas…  
1) The Word used in Genesis 1:26 for God is a plural word. To explain it as simply as possible: the form in which this word is used indicates a plural of 3 or more… and it is often used alongside plural pronouns like “we” and “us”… that isn’t a big deal all by itself, but given the rest of the evidence of scripture it makes this an important proof of the Trinity. Some claim it is the “royal we” – Some kings use ‘we’ instead of ‘I’, but that practice is more recent/not ancient – God meant trinity, not superficial majesty. 

2) The other type of text there before you is the example of the use of 3 in reference to God: For example, THE classic example is Numbers 6:22-26: “The LORD said to Moses, ‘Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘this is how you are to bless the Israelites. Say to them: ‘The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the LORD turn His face toward you and give you peace .” In each section of this blessing you have the covenant name of God (Jehovah) is used. And yet, the individual attributes described in each part are identified elsewhere as jobs of different members of the Trinity! God the Father is the one who protects and keeps us safe. God the Son is the one who shows grace – (what greater grace can be shown than He came to save us from our sin!). Finally, God the Holy Spirit is credited as the source of peace within! Paul’s adaptation of this in II Corinthians 13:14 proves that the Old Testament benediction was referring to different members of the Trinity!
Throughout Scripture, starting from GENESIS 1, we see the Holy Spirit as the 3rd person of the Trinity, not some strange force of God, not some mystical essence in nature – the Holy Spirit is a distinct divine person of the one God Jehovah who reveals Himself in the Bible. 
Now, flowing from that foundation, it is important to take a positive look at our second point:
II. The Holy Spirit is Active
A. In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit was active in 2 major ways, and seen in 1 minor way:  
i. The Holy Spirit was given to equip someone for some skill or service:

a. The Holy Spirit was known for being the source of particular artistic skills:  Exodus 35:31, You see it there – God gave gifts to artists to bring Glory to Him through decorating the temple! 

b. Next the Lord placed the Holy Spirit on Moses and other leaders to equip them to lead His people with wisdom:  Numbers 11:16-17, Moses has just come clean to God and explained that this work was too much for Him – God responds: (READ) Notice the proof that these men were filled with the Spirit – we see that later in the chapter in verse 25: “When the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied, but they did not do so again!” (different translations vary, but I believe this reading to be most accurate). These prophecies were real, but only intended to prove to the congregation of Israel that these men really had the Spirit. They were only a SIGN of the Holy Spirit – not the sole purpose of His presence. Look at Judges as well to see the power of the Holy Spirit equipping the leaders of Israel for battle…
ii. The Holy Spirit was instrumental in prophecy – We see the most demonstrations of the power of the Holy Spirit in Moses, Elijah and Elisha, and King David – all types of Christ. They were all equipped for some form of leadership/ministry – and a part of that ministry was teaching God’s people through old and new revelation – ie prophecy. This is the second most prominent work of the Holy Spirit in the OT. 
iii. The minor way the Holy Spirit was seen was regarding His NEW Covenant work: For example: Psalms tend to cast the Spirit in more of a NT light. He is seen as the source of daily leading in obedience to God – Psalm 143:10… The description of the work of the Holy Spirit becomes much more complex as we draw closer to the time of Christ. The messianic prophecies of Isaiah and Ezekiel, for instance, tell us much more about the life-giving, heart changing work of the Holy Spirit – as you can look up later from the quotes on your sheet… Isaiah 11:1-3… 34:16-17; 40:13-14 (Spirit is the source of those things which are spoken of); Ezekiel 36:26-27 (read 37: Spirit brought life to the dry bones=Spiritual/Physical); 
B. In the New Testament, the Holy Spirit was active in 3 major ways: Two of these ways are more familiar to you and so we won’t spend as much time on them: 

i. The Holy Spirit Empowered Jesus for His life and work as the Messiah –  He came at Jesus’ Baptism, and empowered Him in His ministry. Jesus’ miracles proved that He was both divine and indwelt by the Holy Spirit. The Spirit’s presence/power proved the truth of Jesus message of the Kingdom of Heaven.  
ii. The Holy Spirit Empowered the Apostles for their Lives and Work as Apostles– As we noted, at Pentecost the Holy Spirit came as He was sent by the Father and Christ. The Apostles were said to be Baptized by the Holy Spirit (Acts 1) – Not dipped in Him, But He came upon them – a tongue of fire on their heads. As we read in John 14 and 16 – Jesus explained that the Holy Spirit would come and remind them of all He taught them (John 14:26/16:13). Jesus told them that this Spirit was the Spirit of truth who would be their counselor. At the end of John 16, vs 13 and following, Jesus also alludes to the prophecy and revelation that the Spirit would bring at Pentecost – the revelation of what is yet to come, and that revelation was proven true when the Spirit came upon the Apostles in much the same way as the 70 elders of Israel: the charismatic gifts were a sign of the validity of their message/ministry, yet those gifts only lasted until the foundation of the ch. was done!
In John 16, Jesus continued speaking to the Disciples to explain the Work of the Holy Spirit in the Life of Believers… that is the 3rd area where the Holy Spirit was active/NT
iii. The Holy Spirit Empowered Believers for their life and Work as God’s People: (REPEAT?) AND THAT WORK IS STILL CONTINUING IN BELIEVERS NOW! -  look at John 16 with me again, Verses 7-11: Here we see 3 major positive continuing works of the Holy Spirit: 

We see them in verse 8: All three actions of the Holy Spirit fall under His job of convicting the world of guilt. This is that new birth Jesus spoke of in John 3 – that new heart Ezekiel spoke of – (1) where the Holy Spirit convicts sinners of sin, righteousness and judgment. (2) Through the work of the Holy Spirit, sinners see their sin, they will be convicted regarding the righteousness of Christ who is risen and sitting at the right hand of God the Father, and (3) they will be convicted that there will be a day of judgment – indeed that Satan, the prince of this world already stands condemned! 
The Spirit does this 3-fold work in two groups of people: He does it to sinners in regeneration enabling them to see Christ as Lord and Savior. The Holy Spirit does this same 3-fold work in believers as sanctification enabling them to flee more from sin to stronger faith/obedience in Christ. You see the Spirit’s work is divided into two parts, regeneration and sanctification – one makes you a Christian, the other makes you act like one! Repeat 




THEY ARE both acts of convicting of Sin, convicting of Righteousness and convicting of Judgment! 
It is ironic that Arminian Believers often get rid of the Work of the Spirit in Salvation when they claim that man chooses Christ on his own, but then they add to the Spirit’s Work thru “continuing charismatic gifts”. They accuse us of belittling the Spirit’s Work, when in reality, they trade what the Spirit genuinely does, for an emphasis on what He does rarely or not at all any more.  
Conclusion/Application: We most likely understand the role of this 3-fold work in the regeneration. Most of us understand that unbelievers need to be convicted of sin, convinced of the righteousness of Christ, and convicted that they will be condemned at the final Judgment if they don’t repent and put their faith in Jesus.


However, it might be more difficult for us to understand why the Holy Spirit continues to do these three things with believers. Do you remember what we read in Galatians 5? There we read of Paul’s encouragement to the Galatian church to live according to the Spirit so that they would not gratify the desires of the sinful flesh. You see, even believers can fall into sin. The biggest work of the Spirit in the life of the believer is rooting out/revealing your sin… If that is not occurring, It doesn’t matter how much you are speaking in tongues the Spirit is not active in your life… You know the Spirit is active by your continuing knowledge of your sin and your continuing desire to produce the fruit of the Spirit: Love joy peace patience kindness goodness faithfulness gentleness and self-control… 
This week take some time to positively evaluate the work of the Spirit in your life – are you more and more convicted of your sin, of your need for the righteousness of Christ, of the danger of the judgment apart from Christ? 
If so, rejoice in the assurance that the Holy Spirit brings, if not repent, Seek the Lord in the Word and Prayer…And perhaps if you have not done so already TRULY PUT YOUR FAITH in the Lord Jesus Christ!






For only in Christ can you receive the gift and ongoing work of the Holy Spirit. AMEN. 
� A’Brakel – pg 167 ff vol 1 – Christian’s Reasonable Service





